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University of Central Florida Libraries Research Lifecycle Committee. 
(2012). The research lifecycle at UCF [Online Graphic]. Retrieved (13/09/2017) 
from library.ucf.edu/ScholarlyCommunication/ResearchLifecycleUCF.php
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Research Data Mechanics

“Research metadata forms the 
information network that 
connects researchers, research 
institutions, funders, publishers, 
and research service providers 
together. How well information 
flows across this community has 
direct implications on how well 
research activity can be 
supported, and fundamentally 
how efficiently we can move 
research forward."

10.6084/m9.figshare.3514859.v1

http://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.3514859.v1
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REF2014 Impact Case Studies



Make better decisions faster

https://www.digital-science.com/visualizations/ref-case-study-similarity-network/
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Loach, T., Adams, J., Szomszor, M. (2016): Digital Research Report: The Diversity of UK Research and 
Knowledge - Analyses from the REF impact case studies. 10.6084/m9.figshare.1476881.v5
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Submissions compared to references in 
case studies (underpinning research)

Science Engineering Social sciences Humanities and arts

REF2014 Outputs % Outputs % Outputs % Outputs %

Books and chapters 228 0.3 197 0.8 8,307 15.9 18,168 46.3

Conference proceedings 81 0.1 2,056 7.9 233 0.4 380 1.0

Journal articles 73,039 99.1 23,521 90.9 42,545 81.5 15,749 40.2

Other 331 0.4 108 0.4 1,105 2.1 4,914 12.5

REF case studies

Books and chapters 274 2.1 282 6.3 1,819 16.9 3,409 40.0

Conference proceedings 150 1.2 686 15.4 195 1.8 334 3.9

Journal articles 11,752 91.7 3,263 73.4 7,102 65.9 3,251 38.1

Other 631 4.9 213 4.8 1,649 15.3 1,523 17.9
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Loach, T., Adams, J., Szomszor, M (2016): Digital Research Report: The Societal and Economic Impacts of Academic 
Research - International perspectives on good practice and managing evidence 10.6084/m9.figshare.3117928.v2

https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.3117928.v2
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Final Message

• The presentation today has described how much 
data can be collected and connected about 
research activities and their impact

• Much of this data can be used to create indicators 
that measure relative performance 

• These indicators alone will not be able to properly 
assess the quality or impact of the research

• Context is important and expert led assessment is 
vital
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Thanks for your attention

https://www.digital-science.com/resources/digital-research-reports/

https://www.digital-science.com/resources/digital-research-reports/

