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The North of England

A population of 15 M people
5 of the UK’s top 10 major urban areas

GDP of 350Bn – 9th largest economy of Europe
8 world class universities
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An exceptionally effective cluster of research, innovation, 
and training excellence; 

Delivering benefits to the economy and communities in 
the North of England and beyond.
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Direct Impact on Northern Economy

• N8 universities deliver into the North a collective income of £4.1 billion p.a.

– 12% of the entire UK higher education (HE) sector income

• N8 university economic activities generate an additional £5.2 billion impact 

in other industries. 

– Of this, £4.8 billion is spent in the North

• Adding in the regional impact of N8 students, the overall impact on the 

North is £12.2 billion p.a.



GVA per 
employee in 
sector

Location 
Quotient
UK =1

Tees Valley & County 
Durham

£154,000 3.7

Humber £215,000 4.1

Cheshire & Merseyside £449,000 3.0

North of England £244,000 2.1

(cf national average of £59,000 per employee across all sectors).

• Highest concentrations of sector 

manufacturing in the country 

• 44% of sector employment,

• £13.4bn GVA, 47.8% of the UK total 

• £12.9bn exports, 25% of the UK total.

The Chemicals and Process Sector-
Strong and connected clusters



Highly trained and 
responsive workforce

• Employs 43% of the UK chemical and process sector 
workforce

• The NPH Universities provide a quarter of the UK 
science, technology, engineering and mathematics 
graduates representing a significant opportunity to 
meet local demand for professional talent.

• 2016/17, 39% of all chemical sciences apprenticeships 
were started in the NPH. The demand for 
apprenticeships is high. 

• Working Futures report shows a trend towards a more 
highly skilled workforce both within the NPH and 
nationwide.
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Scale and quality of research base:
The potential impact of collective R&D delivery in the 
Chemicals and Process Sector
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Innovation and Entrepreneurship

• Universities 

– are crucial for the local economies of their 

city regions 

– play a vital role in supporting the emergence 

of new companies and products

– Train highly skilled people the city regions 

need
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2.4% GDP by 2027

The increase the Government are aiming for is 
the equivalent of:

• 4 new Rolls-Royces, 4 new GSKs and 4 new 
Oxford Universities,

• also making Manchester and Birmingham as 
R&D-intensive as the East of England. 

• and a new Tech City

“I want to see the N8 Alliance of 
Northern Universities become 
powerhouses of economic growth 
in their area, and to ensure we 
back innovation wherever it may 
be. 

That’s how we build real strength 
in places across the country”.

Sam Gyimah July 2018
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Productivity growth by region
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Research and 

devolution; increasing 

prosperity and quality 

of life

People 

Facilities

& Funding

Research

Devolution
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Exploring the potential of local food hubs in deprived areas
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Together, the N8 universities have:

• more than 370 researchers working in agri-food resilience 
• a portfolio of £269 million of agri-food research funding
• the greatest concentration of academics engaged in agri-food research in the UK
• significant research facilities including six research farms, extensive glass-houses, workshops, 

laboratories, GM handling, organic / conventional, etc.

Combining expertise in:

• Soil health

• Plant Biology

• Crop improvement

• Biofuels and bioenergy

• Weed, pest and disease management

• Livestock health and well-being

• Human and animal nutrition

• Consumer behaviour and diet choice

• Globalisation, supply chains, fair trade and 
food economics

• Waste and resource management

The N8 and Agri-Food Resilience
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