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Firstly, what is 
the Northern 
Powerhouse?

The term ‘Northern Powerhouse’ was first used by George 
Osborne in June 2014 during his speech at the Power Hall 
in the Museum of Science and Industry.

Individually, as great and as proud as our cities are, they 
are quite small globally. However, the distance between 
our great cities is also quite small. - sufficiently close to 
each other that if combined, can take on the world.

It is not about just one city but a collection of Northern 
cities – that if connectivity, collaboration and the ability to 
work together is improved, can create a Northern 
Powerhouse.

In this 2014 speech the four suggested areas set out to 
create the Northern Powerhouse were:

• Enabling local power and control

• Launching a radical transport infrastructure plan

• Supporting creative thinking

• Developing science and innovation



So what is the 
Northern 
Powerhouse 
Partnership?

• The Northern Powerhouse Partnership is a group that 
promotes, grows and sustains the Northern 
Powerhouse, seeing to take an idea and make sure it 
exists and thrives in the North of England. Driving 
economic growth in the region.

• The NPP is an independent, cross-party body that was 
launched in 2016 to represent the voice of business and 
civic leaders across the North.

• The NPP is chaired by George Osborne and Vice Chaired 
by Lord Jim O’Neill. NPP has a business-led Board which 
features influential business figures from across the 
North of England and prominent city leaders from 
across the region.

• By producing original research, encouraging innovative 
thinking and hosting thought-provoking events, the 
NPP encourages new policy ideas which will improve 
the North's quality of life and economy, and promote it 
as a place to work, study, live and invest. Encouraging 
cities and counties to work together to create a 
Northern Powerhouse.



Advanced Manufacturing

• The next Industrial Revolution is rapidly approaching, embedding 
information and data in everything we do and using robots to make things 
in a smarter way than we do now.

• Harnessing and embracing this technological revolution can create better 
lives for our families. 

• Robots won’t replace us, but work alongside us, allowing us to draw on our 
glorious heritage of making things again. 

• We have numerous examples across the North where we lead the world in 
advanced manufacturing.



Digital

• Digital connectivity is changing the way we live and work. Being at the 
forefront of the next industrial revolution will require fibre and data 
to every workplace, including in our glorious countryside. 

• Each of the North’s regions has a unique digital specialism – from data 
analytics in Leeds to gaming in Sunderland



Energy

• The Northern Powerhouse is already producing the electricity to 
power four out of every 10 houses in England 

• Developing new technologies to stop carbon going into the 
atmosphere, as well as dealing with cleaning up old nuclear power 
stations, will allow the North’s knowledge and expertise to lead the 
world. 



Health Innovation

• The North will no longer be the sick relative of the South. It can no longer be accepted that 
Northerners live shorter lives. 

• In our universities, we have some of the best people at running trials of new drugs, and in using 
data to better understand people’s health problems. 

• Our businesses need more investment to develop original ideas into treatments and tools to 
prevent people becoming ill in the first place. 

• We need to bring universities and businesses together, working side by side to deliver the health 
benefits so badly needed by the people of the North.

• Finding new, innovative ways to solve complex problems is in the DNA of the North, and our 
expertise in this area is world-renowned.



How do we deliver this?

• Connectivity is critical to creating a Northern Powerhouse capable of taking on and improving the 
world. We need an ultra-modern network, on road, rail, in the air and at our ports, so our school 
leavers and graduates can look for skilled job opportunities 

• The North’s high-speed rail network, Northern Powerhouse Rail, will see six services an hour 
between Leeds and Manchester, each taking under half an hour, making commuting quick and 
simple 

• We will focus on improving the quality of our education, with inspiring leaders and teachers, and 
narrowing the gap in achievement when young people leave school in the North compared with 
the South.

• Work-based education through modern apprenticeships will be crucial in delivering this ambition. 
We are urging Northern businesses to commit to provide this support to inspire our young people 
to succeed in a changing, dynamic world of work. 



Progress to date – a few highlights

• Devolution in Manchester, Liverpool, Tees Valley and Sheffield. Further 
powers given to influence public spending on health and skills.

• Government commitment to Transport for the North and Northern 
Powerhouse Rail.

• Announcement of Opportunity North East following sustained pressure.

• Investment in Made Smarter, piloted here in the North West.

• Channel 4 moving to Leeds.

• The investment of £30m in the new National Innovation Centre for Data.



Future opportunities

• Our ambition is simple: making the North even greater. We must keep 
driving this forward.

• We need and demand that HS2 is built alongside NPR – it is not a case of 
either or.

• The upcoming refresh of the Government’s Northern Powerhouse Strategy 
– an industrial strategy for the North.

• Further devolution to areas of the North that can demonstrate the 
economic case for doing so.



How to get involved further:

Let us know what your ambition for the North is:

• Follow us on Twitter: @NP_Partnership

• Follow us on Instagram: @northernpowerhousepartnership

• Like us on LinkedIn: The Northern Powerhouse Partnership

• Like us on Facebook: The Northern Powerhouse Partnership


