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Rates of fixed period & permanent exclusions         since 2013/14

Source: 
Timpson Review,

2019

• 0.1% of the 8 million children in schools in England were
permanently excluded in 2016/17 – c. 40 every day 
• 2,000 pupils excluded for fixed period each day. 
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Rates of exclusion
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Reasons for exclusion

Source: Department for Education statistics, 2018



• 78% of permanently excluded pupils have SEN, are ‘in need’ 
or are 
eligible for 
free school 
meals.

Source: Timpson review, 2019
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Additional factors



• 7% of permanently excluded children/
18% of children who received multiple 
fixed term exclusions achieved good 
passes in English and Maths GCSEs 
(2015/16)

Source: IPPR, ‘Making the Difference: Breaking the link between school exclusion and social exclusion’, 2017
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Exclusion and outcomes 



• Only head can exclude pupil - must be on disciplinary grounds

• A pupil may be excluded for one or more fixed periods (up to 
max of 45 school days per academic year) or permanently

• Permanent exclusion should only be used as a last resort, in 
response to a serious breach or persistent breaches of the 
schools behaviour policy; and where allowing the pupil to 
remain in school would seriously harm the education or 
welfare of the pupil or others in the school.

• Decision to exclude must be lawful, reasonable and fair.   
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Statutory Guidance 



Challenging 
behaviour = 

choice or 
consequence of 

lack of 
boundaries

Challenging 
behaviour = 

communication 
of unmet need

Effective 
behaviour 

management 

Understanding 
of and support 
for individual 

children & 
families
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Views of children and parents/carers
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“People don’t have to 
sacrifice their learning 

time because of someone 
else’s actions” 13 year old 

“Many people do the 
same as that person but 

doesn’t get expelled. 
NOT FAIR!!!” 12 year old 

“All this expulsions related 
directly to a complete lack of 

understanding and awareness of 
his condition”
Mother of boy with SEN 

“I had to fight for the 
bare minimum […] I ran 
myself ragged” Parent
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10% of schools with the highest number of permanent
exclusions in 2016/17 accounted for 22% of school
population but 88% of the total number of permanent exclusions 

Source: Office of the Children’s Commissioner, 2019
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“Differences in exclusion rates are driven both by 
issues of place (the particular challenges in an area, 
such as levels of deprivation or gang activity) and 
policy and practice (the particular means of 
managing behaviour and thresholds for using 
exclusion)” 

(Timpson Review, 2019)



* Differences in leadership            variation in culture & standards

* Differences in capability and capacity to manage behaviour

* Current system doesn’t incentivise schools 

* Lack of safeguards from informal exclusion, off-rolling an
multiple fixed term exclusion
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What drives current practice?



Leadership 
• Updating statutory guidance 
• Ensuring there is ‘meaningful and 

accessible’ training 

Capability & capacity 
• Review the training and support available to SENCOs 
• Practice Improvement Fund to support effective partnership 

working
• Measures to promote and improve Alternative Provision 
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Recommendations



Incentivising
• Schools made responsible for the children they exclude and 

accountable for their educational outcomes. 
• More accessible advice and support for parents/carers
• DfE data on exclusion of children who’ve left LA care 

Safeguarding 
• Guidance on best practice for managed moves
• Ofsted inspection framework 
• £200 million Youth Endowment Fund to be open to schools
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Recommendations



Visit: childlawadvice.org.uk

Ring: 0300 330 5485 for free education law advice 
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